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There is concern about close to

$400,000 that the Corporation for Na-
tional Service has spent in training
and development funds. We are going
to be having hearings next week to
take a look at the $13 million that the
Corporation for National Service
spends every year in training and tech-
nical assistance.

There are fundamental weaknesses at
the corporation. This is not debating
whether the kids and the young people
are doing good work, but they are
doing it for an agency that does not
have good financial controls, and they
are doing it at a very expensive cost.
The average cost for an AmeriCorps
volunteer is about $27,000 per member.
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A GOOD PRIORITY FOR THE
NATION

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
GILCHREST). Under a previous order of
the House, the gentleman from Kansas
[Mr. TIAHRT] is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. TIAHRT. Mr. Speaker, I want to
talk a little bit about the amendment
that just passed the House before we
closed business for this day because it
does establish a very good priority for
this Nation and for this Congress.

We, for once, for the first time, I
think, since the gulf war at least, we
have established that gulf war illness is
going to be a priority when it comes to
solving or finding a cure for this illness
that has been plaguing so many of our
gulf war veterans.

We did so by making a good com-
promise to what we had before in the
bill. What this amendment did basi-
cally is it took half the funding from
the National Service Corporation and
it transferred it to the veterans re-
search account so that we can focus on
the gulf war illnesses.

Let me tell my colleagues a little bit
about it. In Kansas, we have got sev-
eral people, quite a few people that are
currently suffering from this. I want to
thank first of all Dan Thimesch from
the 93d District of Kansas. Representa-
tive Thimesch brought this very impor-
tant issue to my attention and pro-
vided me with a lot of information on
what is going on in Kansas.

He told me about Sgt. David Janda, a
35-year-old father of three from Hutch-
inson, KS, suffering from blinding
headaches and a blistering rash. He has
had this problem for 6 years. It in-
cludes chronic diarrhea and joint pain.

He talked to me about Kenny
Schwartz of Great Bend who endures a
stabbing pain in his left eye and stiff-
ness in his joints. He has memory loss
and scarring rashes.

Now we find out in that in Kansas
that some insurance companies have
decided that this is a war-related ill-
ness and they are going to be denying
coverage based on a clause in their
health insurance contract that says
any health-related problems as a result

of war will not be covered by health in-
surance, so it leaves these people with-
out coverage. But now we have a way
of finding out a cure for these illnesses
because of the research money that we
are putting in place.

We are, in exchange, we are cutting
back on a program that is largely inef-
ficient and ineffective, AmeriCorps. It
is a troubled organization and it does
need to improve. And I hope through
the course of this debate that we have
had tonight, that Members are aware
that there need to be advances in the
way AmeriCorps conducts business.

Right now they are suffering a 39-per-
cent dropout rate across the United
States. They have unauditable books.
They only expend 11 percent of the
money that they are allocated by the
Federal Government. Since its concep-
tion, we have allocated $1.6 billion to
AmeriCorps. Out of that $1.6 billion,
only approximately $300 million has
been spent or set aside for their trust
fund for education that they have
promised to the people that have par-
ticipated in the program, the paid vol-
unteers.

That leaves about $1 billion, over $1
billion that has yet to be expended. So
if AmeriCorps was actually cut off
today and no funds were allocated by
this Congress, the 105th Congress,
AmeriCorps could continue for 5 to 10
years just on the money that they have
been already budgeted but not yet
spent because of their inefficiency.

So it is an organization that needs to
look at itself. I think they need to
evaluate the trends they are using, the
direction they are headed. Perhaps
they need to rewrite their vision state-
ment and come up with a more effec-
tive way of addressing the idea, the
concept that they had in mind when it
first came into service. It is this ineffi-
ciency, and in comparison to the great
need of this illness that gulf war veter-
ans are suffering from, that brought on
this decision that we have made to-
night of balancing the two.

The President is strongly in support
of AmeriCorps. It has kind of been his
pet program. And the amendment that
was put in place tonight does satisfy
the need that he has to have paid vol-
unteers in government service, and it
also provides a solution to the need
that we have for more research on gulf
war illness.

I think it was a good compromise
that was reached tonight. It was not
the original intent that I had when I
put the amendment forward, but in
this business it seems like sometimes
we have to come up with the best solu-
tion to the problem, the best solution
available that we have to the problem,
and I think that we have accomplished
that tonight.

I hope that this bill will pass when
we get done with the amendment proc-
ess at the end of the week, and that we
can have not only a solution for our
gulf war illnesses but also have a more
effective AmeriCorps.

S. 768—MEILI FAMILY RELIEF

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Connecticut [Mr. SHAYS]
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. SHAYS. Mr. Speaker, I want to explain
my support for S. 768, and say why this pri-
vate bill serves an important public purpose.

In January, Christopher Meili made a simple
moral choice. When he found financial records
documenting accounts opened by European
Jews while the Nazis were in power, he could
have ignored them. He was a security guard
at the Union Bank of Switzerland, and he
could have followed orders. He could have al-
lowed the records to go to the shredder, to ob-
livion.

Instead, Meili made a choice. He gave the
records to Jewish leaders, to help them docu-
ment the problem of assets stolen from the
heirs of Holocaust victims. It’s true that theft is
less egregious than murder, greed less evil
than race hatred. But justice demands a reck-
oning, a settling of accounts. Christopher
Meili’s choice placed him on the side of those
against forgetting, in favor of justice.

Christopher Meili’s employer, the Union
Bank of Switzerland, acknowledged that an
employee had destroyed records in a regret-
table incident. But the chairman accused Meili
of having some other motive than morality or
compliance with a Swiss law mandating pres-
ervation of these records.

Christopher has also received death threats.
He has had to leave his homeland, with his
family. I support Christopher Meili’s moral
choice, and I support this bill.
f

ECONOMIC SITUATION FACING THE
NATION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 7, 1997, the gentleman from Wis-
consin [Mr. NEUMANN] is recognized for
half of the time remaining until mid-
night as the designee of the majority
leader.

Mr. NEUMANN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
this evening to talk about a situation
facing our Nation that brought many
of us out of the private sector a couple
years back and brought us here to
Washington, DC, in the first place.

Several years ago we made the deci-
sion to sell our business and take the
funds and use the funds to run for Con-
gress, because we were very concerned
about the growing debt facing this
great Nation of ours, a debt of almost
$5.3 trillion facing this country today.
And quite frankly, we were very, very
concerned about the broken promises
that had been made to this Nation time
and time and time again. We wanted to
see things be different in our capital.

This evening I would like to begin by
differentiating between debt and defi-
cit so that we comprehend that we
really have two separate problems
here. The first one is the deficit. The
second one is the underlying debt.

What has been going on now since
1969, for a full generation, since I was a
sophomore in high school, is that our
Federal Government has been collect-
ing tax dollars from the American peo-
ple and literally, one can think of it as
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